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be no need for the other measure. The Okla-
homa Bill was a more satisfactory solution,
since it would establish a local government;
while the other bill would merely extend over
the district the laws of the United States which
do not furnish any protection under the crim-
inal code nor any protection for property.
"Weaver, of course, opposed the Senate bill,
which he described as "a rival project" that
was " designed to disembowel the Oklahoma
proposition." He declared that it had been de-
nounced at a recent meeting by the people living
in the district who favored the Oklahoma Bill,
and that 600,000 laboring men had petitioned
for the passage of the broader measure. Ap-
parently, the opposition to the Public Land
Strip Bill was successful as there was no
further discussion of it during the session.214

General Weaver's remaining share in the
work of the session was of a miscellaneous char-
acter. He took part in a debate in March upon
a bill to make changes in the Department of
Labor; he asked whether it would become an
executive department, and whether its head
would be a cabinet officer. Evidently he had in
mind his bill of the previous Congress-. The
law to'' create boards of arbitration for settling
controversies and differences between railroad
corporations and other common carriers en-
gaged in interstate and Territorial transporta-